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Towards EU-Japan Relations:
A Strategic Partnership at a Pivotal Juncture

Erik Lenhart and Michael Tkacik

Introduction

The 30th EU-Japan Summit, held in Tokyo on July 23, 2025, marked a historic milestone in the strategic
partnership between the European Union (EU) and Japan. Against a backdrop of Japan’s domestic
political turmoil, shifting global trade dynamics, and escalating geopolitical tensions, the summit delivered
an unprecedentedly comprehensive joint statement, signaling a deepening of cooperation across
security, economic, climate, and digital domains. This analysis evaluates the summit’s outcomes, the
challenges posed by Japan’s internal instability and global pressures, and strategic recommendations for
sustaining this critical partnership in a multipolar world.

Key Outcomes: A Maturing Strategic Partnership

The 2025 summit built on the foundations laid by the 2023 summit, shifting from broad commitments
regarding shared values and multilateralism to concrete, institutionalized mechanisms with clear
timelines and deliverables. This evolution reflects a partnership equipped to address interconnected
global challenges, positioning the EU and Japan—representing nearly a quarter of global GDP and 20%
of world trade—as pivotal players in promoting a rules-based intemational order.

1. Security and Defense: Operational Integration

The summit marked a transformative leap in security and defense cooperation, moving beyond dialogue

to operational integration. Key initiatives include:

o Japan-EU Defense Industry Dialogue: A platform to foster collaboration on defense technologies,
interoperability, and joint R&D in dual-use technologies.

« Security of Information Agreement (SIA): Formal negotiations to enhance secure data-sharing, critical
for addressing hybrid threats and cybersecurity.

o Expanded Scope: New focus areas such as space security, countering foreign information
manipulation and interference (FIMI), maritime security, and non-proliferation, aligning with
international law and UN frameworks.

o Joint Exercises: Commitments to joint training, capacity-building, and coordination in multilateral
forums, reflecting the interconnected security of Europe and the Indo-Pacific.

These developments underscore a shared recognition of the nexus between European and Indo-Pacific
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